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UA19.17.5.21 ~ Audiocassette Oral History Recording List 
Media ID Start time Side Subject 
Tape 1 1 Todd Gibbs: This is Western Kentucky University, our Hilltopper Halftime Program, 3, 2, 1. 00:00:00 
Tape 1 1 TG:  Once again the employees at Western Kentucky University have shown that Big Red 
Spirit.  Even with the economy in a slump and the state facing budget cuts, Western Kentucky 
University topped its goal with a $45,000 donation to the United Way of Southern Kentucky.  
Dr. John O'Connor is the leader of Western's United Way fund and he said that he was happy 
and somewhat surprised at this year's success. 
00:00:09 
Tape 1 1 John O'Connor: Well it went very well, better than we expected really.  I was quite pleased with 
it.  Everybody was, faculty and staff were all very generous in their giving to the agencies.  I 
think partly because we got out more information about what the united agencies were doing. 
  
TG:  That information led to more employees participating in the United Way campaign, 
jumping from 446 last year to more than 730 this year.   O'Connor says that $45,000 donation 
will help various causes in south central Kentucky. 
00:00:37 
Tape 1 1 JO: It's used to support , I don't know the exact number of the agencies, but various helping 
agencies in the community and those include like the Rape Crisis Center and the Big Brothers 
and Big Sisters and Boy Scouts and Red Cross and you know the typical kind of agencies the 
United Way typically picks up. The money stays in the community except for the Red Cross 
and a portion of it goes to the National Red Cross.  
  
TG:  Since Dr. O'Connor became the leader of the United Way Fund Campaign on Western 
campus the yearly contributions have risen from $20,000 two years ago to more than $45,000 
this year alone.  And that's our On-Campus Halftime Program from Western Kentucky 
University.  I'm Todd Gibbs. 
00:01:22 
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